
REPORT ON INFORMATION COLLECTED CONCERNING APPLICANT 
 
 
Under section 60835 of title 2 of the California Code of Regulations, the Bureau of State Audits 
is responsible for collecting information concerning applicants for the Citizens Redistricting 
Commission that is needed by the Applicant Review Panel to perform its responsibilities.  This is 
a report by Bureau staff in compliance with that responsibility. 
 
 
Name of Applicant:  Michael D. Briggs                                                                                           . 
 
 
Information:  Bureau staff learned that in addition to making political contributions to support 
Republican candidates, as stated on his supplemental application, Applicant has supported 
Republican candidates through volunteer activities, including walking precincts to support 
candidates, and his wife has contributed to the San Diego County Republican Party Central 
Committee.  However, none of the contributions made by Applicant or his wife created a conflict 
of interest under the Voters FIRST Act.                                                                                           . 
                                                                                                                                                           . 
On his supplemental application, Applicant disclosed making contributions to, and membership 
in, many organizations.  Here is information regarding the less recognizable of those 
organizations:                                                                                                                                    . 
                                                                                                                                                           . 
     Brighter Star:  A boutique for women having cancer                                                                  . 
     California Academy of Distinguished Neutrals:  a statewide organization whose membership 
consists of mediators and arbitrators distinguished by their experience in the field of conflict 
resolution, and by their commitment to methods of alternative dispute resolution.  Membership is 
limited to California mediators and arbitrators who have substantial experience in the resolution 
of commercial and civil disputes, and who have been recognized for their accomplishments 
through the Academy’s peer-nomination process.                                                                            . 
     Carson Coordinating Council:  A community organization operating in the City of Carson, 
California.                                                                                                                                         . 
     Evanston Community Foundation:  A publicly supported philanthropic organization dedicated 
to enriching the City of Evanston, Illinois and its people through awarding grants for community 
improvement.  In the past, grants have been awarded for early childhood education, youth 
education, art and music programs, cultural events, etcetera.                                                          . 
     Financial Industry Regulatory Authority:  A self-regulatory organization for the securities 
industry.                                                                                                                                            . 
     Friends of Riford Center:  A center for adult learning, fitness, and social activity in La Jolla, 
California that operates at facilities leased from the city and is funded though membership fees 
and donations.                                                                                                                                   . 
     Friends of School Mental Health:  An organization that raises funds to assist Los Angeles 
Unified School District students that find themselves in a crisis that affects their ability to attend 
school and learn.  Funds raised by the organization are provided to needy students and their 
families for immediate use until other agencies can step in and provide longer term assistance.    . 



     Licensing Executives Society:  A membership organization for persons engaged in t he 
transfer, use, development, manufacturing, and marketing of intellectual property.                       . 
     Mount Soledad Memorial Association:  An organization whose mission is to enhance and 
preserve the Mount Soledad Veterans Memorial honoring United States military veterans and to 
educate the general public about the service and sacrifice of military veterans for the purpose of 
preserving the freedoms that Americans enjoy.                                                                                . 
     National Conflict Resolution Center:  An alternative dispute resolution provider based in San 
Diego.  It provides and promotes collaborative dispute resolution and conflict management to 
individuals and organizations through education, training, and client services.                              . 
     National Futures Association:  A self-regulatory organization for the futures industry.             . 
     Project Talk:  An organization that gives deaf and hard of hearing children the tools they need 
to succeed, such as hearing aid fittings, cochlear implant mappings, and speech and listening 
therapies.                                                                                                                                           . 
     United States Mission:  A system of missions, each largely financially and administratively 
independent of one another, that is devoted to addressing local concerns about homelessness.      . 
     Walk San Diego:  A regional, grassroots organization dedicated to making San Diego area 
neighborhoods more walkable through educational events, training, advocacy, and work with 
local governments for improved streetscape designs, accessible walking paths, and traffic 
calming measures.                                                                                                                             . 
                                                                                                                                                           . 
     Bureau staff contacted Linda Dowley, the author of one of Applicant’s letters of 
recommendation, to confirm the information provided in the letter and receive any additional 
information that may be relevant.  Ms. Dowley reported that she worked with Applicant on the 
Governance Committee at La Jolla High School.  The Governance Committee is composed of 
representatives from the teaching staff, the classified staff, parents, community members, 
students, and the principal.  The role of the Governance Committee is to provide a forum for 
examining issues related to the high school.  Ms. Dowley confirmed the information included in 
her letter, and noted that Applicant is good at looking at empirical data, interpreting what it 
means, and suggesting how to use it.  In addition, she said that Applicant is a “consensus-
building guy” who can work with disparate groups.  She noted that Applicant treats all people 
with respect and can be diplomatic when others are expressing their views emotionally.                                                                                                  
. 
 
 
Recommendation:  None.                                                                                                                  . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name and title of person submitting response:  Steven Benito Russo, Chief of Investigations       . 
 
Response Date:  September 13, 2010                                                                                               . 


